MALAYALAM WORKS OF VAZffAKVWAM

RASAVILASAM48

The book Rasavilasam is a collection of poems under the
topics Rasavilasam, Hitogadesam, Bhugangaprayatastakam,
Nadaturappu, Uddhavan, Utkantha, Leelasakti, Ashirvadam,
Muktimargam, Prateeksha, Oru Toolikacitram, Pazhaniswami,
Namaskarikkal, Sripadmanabhan, Srisangameswaran,
Srilakshminarayanan, Srigurvayurappanodu and Tonnallur
Terarodu. The following metres are seen" Vasantamalika,

Vasantatilakam, Svagata, Ratoddhata^ Viyogini, Arya,
Natonnata, Manjari and Kakali. The book consists of 95 pages.

The book is named after the masterpiece poem of the work
namely Rasavilasam. This poem is divided into 5 ranges describ-
ing the different situations of Krishna's rasaleela. Vazhakunnam
has puiposefully made Rasavilasam longer because gopi-bhakti is
considered as the supreme type of devotion. The poet has stated
that he has taken the theme as decpited by Vyasa.49

The second poem Hitopadesam is more philosophical than
devotional. The slokas are self contained, independent and
emphasise some principles along with advice for life. It is seen
that Hitopadesam is subdivided into two rangas containing 24 and

48. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Rasavilasam,
Vasudevagranthavali Committee, Vellarappalli, 1947.

49. Ibid. p.50.
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